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we know wool 

AWEX is a national organisation
of brokers, growers, exporters,

processors and private treaty merchants
which, in the best interests of the

entire wool industry, provides:

Industry standards
(wool packs, wool preparation)

Clip inspection services

Woolclasser registration

Independent market reports

Wool description and appraisal

Wool sale rostering and administration

Woolclasser Re-registration

Unfortunately, there was a delay in the completion and
printing of the Code of Practice which held up the delivery
of the stencils and stamps. All Woolclassers are reminded
that they must now retire their 06 expiry Woolclasser stencil
and use their 09 expiry stencil. 

Over 20,000 woolclassers have re-registered at time of print.
If you have not received a notice or a reminder, please
contact us immediately.

Registration Review Committee

Woolclassers are advised that the Registration Review
Committee will meet on Friday 16th March 2007.  28
Woolclassers have been referred to the Committee for
consideration.

Another 26 woolclassers have been advised that they will
be tabled at a subsequent RRC meeting, unless their
performance improves.

Classing House Code of Practice

Woolclassers are advised that the Industry Services
Advisory Committee (ISAC) is reviewing the Classing House
Code of Practice and its associated Rules of Registration.
Interested parties should contact me for more detail.

BOARDtalk Seminars

AWEX is pleased to advise that the BOARDtalk seminar
series for Woolclassers will continue over the next 12
months. These will be conducted to give woolclassers an
opportunity to discuss the new Code of Practice and other
items of interest.

Locations of BOARDtalk seminars to be held between March and
June 2007 include: Dubbo, Dunkeld, Naracoorte, Horsham, Wagin,
Gnowangerup, Bendigo, Armidale, Kellerberin and Perth.

Invitations will be mailed to registered woolclassers in their
respective areas advising dates and locations.

Clip Preparation – Overseas customer concerns
increase

AWEX auditors are auditing more lots that; 
• are poorly skirted or unskirted,
• contain stain or
• show increasing lack of uniformity.
Confirming AWEX clip inspection audit results, an open
letter from Chinese processors expressing concern about
the standard of Australia's wool clip preparation has been
sent to the Federation of Australian Wool Organisations
(FAWO).

It is vitally important that all woolclassers strive to
improve the standard of preparation this year.

From the Registrar
Greg Sawyer
Phone: 02 9428 6140
Email: greg_sawyer@awex.com.au

2007-2009 Bale
Description Chart

From The Registrar

Auction Action Feb 2007
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Auction Action February 2007
Analysis and Commentary by Jonathon Linn, Market Analyst, AWEX

Over the past 12 months the AWEX-EMI has
increased in two big 'steps'. Since the release of a
revalued EMI there have been steep increases in
early November and then again in January.
Meanwhile, the relationship between the EMI and
USD, previously a generally consistent inverse
trend, has not been seen during the period of
November to January. Instead the EMI has even
mimicked the USD movements as both the EMI and
USD reached 12 month highs in January. These
'jumps' in the EMI value are possibly attributable to
the seriousness of the drought and shearing
consequential decreased wool supply. However,
the recent increased demand appears to have
leveled off in the last couple of weeks as the EMI
has retreated since hitting a peak on the 18th of
January.

Current Eastern Market Indicator
(EMI)

Registered Woolclassers are now able to subscribe to an AWEX market report tailored
specifically to their needs. The report contains information on how the market is performing
relative to historic prices, the amount of wool on the market, clip inspection queries recorded
for the week, the major buyers and the average price per bale.  All of this valuable information
is available to registered Woolclassers for just $77 per annum via email or $88 via fax, inc.
GST.  The report is available as a weekly email subscription and will be emailed at midday on
Friday for approximately 44 weeks of the year. 

Contact AWEX Market Reporting Services on (02) 9428 6130 or email reports@awex.com.au
for more information or to subscribe. 

New Woolclasser’s Market Report

Format
Our aim was to make the 2007 Code of Practice a reference document that each
Woolclasser would find easy, interesting and informative to read. 
The Code is now printed in full colour, with the chapters in chronological work flow
order. We have also used Symbols to identify Best Practice, Key Points, Frequently
Asked Questions and Don't Forget points. The Code is spiral bound so it is more
robust and can lie flat or be folded back.

Woolgrower Responsibilities
At the request of Woolclassers the COP now includes a section on Woolgrower
responsibilities. This section highlights areas where woolgrowers assist the
Woolclasser and the Shearing team in delivering a product that all parties can be
proud of.

Bale Description Template
For the first time the COP includes a Bale Description template that uses a
standard methodology across all sectors. This template is structured to reflect the
four core woolclassing components. It identifies:
• The classed line,
• The breed group,
• The category of wool, and
• Identification of actual or risk of Pigmented/Medullated fibre contamination.

The template approach has great strengths:
a) It is easy to interpret, and every description tells the customer what is in the bale.
b) It allows wool description components to be displayed on a one-page poster. 
c) It communicates to everyone in the shearing shed the key characteristics that

must be identified and separated.
d) It assists in training and educating new woolclassers.
e) Bale Descriptions can be added or removed easily (in future Codes) within the

template framework.

Describing Wool - key changes
The 2007 COP Bale Description template represents some changes in practice.
The key items are:
a) Sheep Breed Group is to be identified on ALL lines of wool.
b) The P suffix (for medullated fibre in the 2004 COP) is now K.
c) The AA descriptor is used to identify secondary lines where the characteristics

cannot be measured.
d) Cast line descriptors should be used where the line clearly represents the

classed characteristic.
e) The AAA descriptor should be used on Main lines of wool, including those that

are classed out for a measured characteristic. The BBB line (made as a broad
line) should now be described as AAA (Breed) and indicated on the specification
sheet as classed out for broad (and not to be matched). The measured (micron)
result will indicate that it is a broad line.

f) Some descriptors have been removed from the 2004 COP. 

The 2007 Bale Description system requires the Woolclasser to manage the wool
book, specification sheet and wool presser to avoid incorrect allocation of bales.

Sheep Breed Characteristics
The characteristics of Sheep Breeds were first published in the 2004 Code of
Practice. This included a (Pigmented and Medullated) Risk Rating from 1 to 5. 
To avoid confusion with the recently introduced Merino Dark and Medullated
Risk (DMFR) scheme, the Woolclassers’ Code of Practice now uses a rating of
Very Low to Very High

Inclusion of the Merino Dark and Medullated Fibre Risk (DMFR) Scheme
The recently introduced Industry DMFR scheme is included in the 2007 Code of
Practice in Section 7.
We have also included easy to understand definitions of Dark, Medullated and
Pigmented fibres (page 23). 

Pre Shearing Checklist
A pre shearing Woolclasser’s checklist is included. This is one page only and is a
handy summary reference for woolclassers to ensure the major points have been
covered pre shearing. 

Bulk Class Bale Tear Off Sheets
Rehandling establishments need to know the exact contents of all Bulk Class
bales. To help to get this information from the Woolclasser to the person assessing
the Bulk Class components, it is helpful to have more than one way of getting the
message across. 

One way of ensuring the person assessing the Bulk Class components in the
rehandle facility is to complete a short list of contents and place this on the top of
the wool before you close the Bulk Class Bale. Examples of these slips are
provided in the 2007-2009 Code of Practice for Woolclassers. 

Useful Reference Pages

Woolclassers have asked for a number of useful reference pages to be included in

the new Code of Practice. We have included:

a) A sample catalogue page

b) Catalogue Symbols

c) Brief definition of most common test certificate types

d) Chemical Log

e) Quality Count table and ruler

Questions?

Please call AWEX on 02 9428 6100.

2007 – 2009 Woolclassers’ Code of Practice

• FREE Online pricing tool 
• Relevant, up to date wool market information 
• Independently assess prices and trends 
• It’s quick and easy 
• Simple charts and graphs www.woolcheque.com.au

The Australian Wool Exchange Ltd is pleased to announce the release of the

2007-2009 Woolclassers’ Code of Practice for the Preparation of Australian Wool Clips (COP).

What’s New?

Welcome to the 2007 - 2009 Woolclasser Registration period. 
The world's best practice just got better. 

The world’s best practice just got better.AWEX - EMI v USD Last Two Years

AWEX - EMI v Passed in Rate

Auction Stats (Year To Date)
Merino Fleece

Nth Sth Wst

Avg Micron 19.6 20.7 20.4

Avg VMB (%) 2.0 1.3 1.0

Avg Strength (Nkt) 37 35 32

Avg Length (mm) 85 90 86 
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AAAA
Premium 

line 
of 

SUP

M

Superfine 
Merino 

AAA
Main 
line 
of 

AA
Second 

line 
of 

1. Line 
Where applicable 

2. Breed Group 
Mandatory

3. Wool Category 
Mandatory for Non-fleece wool 

4. Pigmented/Medullated
Where applicable 

or

AAA M PCS

Main line of Merino Adult Piece 
Wool 

Example

Australian 
Merino

CBK Comeback

FX Fine XB

MX Medium XB

CX Coarse XB

DN Downs 

SB Shedding 
Breeds 

PCS Pieces 

BLS Bellies 

WNS Weaners 

WPCS Weaner Pieces 

LPCS Lamb Pieces 

LMS Lambs

LKS Locks

CRT Crutchings 

SHK Shanks

JWL Jowls 

DAG Dags

If used 

BKN Broken 

NKS Necks 

BKS Backs

CW Carpet Wool 

R
Run with 
Shedding 
Breeds 

Y Visible
Black Fibres 

K
Visible

Medullated 
Fibres 

1.
Line

2.
Breed 
Group 

3.
Wool  

Category

Cast lines 

Can be used in 
Combination

BND Brands 

TDR Very 
Tender 

DGY Doggy

STN Stain

COT Heavy Cott 

COL Heavy Unscourable 
Colour Only 

BLK Black

DER Dermatitis 

FLY Flyblown

SKN Skin Pieces 

Copyright Australian Wool Exchange Ltd 2006 
Version 1.0 

*Please note: Shanks and jowls are for Merino Wool only *AAAA, AAA and AA are Optional for Non-Fleece Lines 

OG  Over Grown

DDD Plucked & Dead 
Fleece Wool

M DOHNE Dohne
 Merino

M SAMM SAMM

R
Run with 
Shedding 
Breeds 

Y Visible
Black Fibres 

K
Visible

Medullated 
Fibres 

Can be used in 
Combination

AAA M PCS

Main line of Merino Adult Piece 
Wool 

Example

1.
Line

2.
Breed 
Group 

3.
Wool  

Category

Copyright Australian Wool Exchange Ltd 2006 
Version 1.0 

Typical Merino Clip -
Bale Descriptions   
    

ADULT FLEECE  

Main Line(s) AAA M 

Broad line AAA M* 

Secondary line AA M  

Heavy Colour Line COL M
Window Tender TDR M
Cotted Fleece COT M
Run with Shedding Breed AAA M R  
    

WEANER FLEECE    

Main Line(s) AAA M WNS 

Second Line(s) AA M WNS  

PIECES     

Main Line(s) AAA M PCS  

Secondary line(s) AA M PCS  

Stain Pieces STN M PCS  

Cotted Pieces COT M PCS  
    

BELLIES    

Main Line(s) AAA M BLS 

Secondary line(s) AA M BLS
Stain Bellies STN M BLS  
    

LAMBS    

Main Line(s) AAA M LMS 

Second line(s) AA M LMS 

Lambs Pieces AA M LPCS
    

LOCKS    

Main Line(s) AAA M LKS
Secondary line(s) AA M LKS
Stain Locks STN M LKS

NOTE: Identify this line as broad on 
specifi cation sheet and that it will not 
match main line.

Medium Crossbred Clip -
Bale Descriptions   
    

ADULT FLEECE  

Main Line(s) AAA MX 

Broad line AAA CX 

Secondary line AA MX
  

Heavy Colour Line COL MX
Window Tender TDR MX
Cotted Fleece COT MX
Run with Shedding Breed AAA MX R 
    

WEANER FLEECE    

Main Line(s) AAA MX WNS
Second Line(s) AA MX WNS  

PIECES    

Main Line(s) AAA MX PCS 

Secondary line(s) AA MX PCS 

Stain Pieces STN MX PCS 

Cotted Pieces COT MX PCS 
    

BELLIES    

Main Line(s) AAA MX BLS 

Secondary line(s) AA MX BLS
Stain Bellies STN MX BLS 
    

LAMBS    

Main Line(s) AAA MX LMS
Second line(s) AA MX LMS 

Lambs Pieces AA MX LPCS
    

LOCKS    

Main Line(s) AAA MX LKS
Secondary line(s) AA MX LKS
Stain Locks STN MX LKS

WOOLCLASSERS: we know wool
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